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FACChairs, the May traffic, if you please . . .  

Best described as a blah month.  Majors hovering around zero increase, while the Minors did reasonably well.  Graph 1.  The ray of 

light is that vehicle traffic, where the greater revenue bucks reside, was stronger than passenger traffic.   The BCF traffic stats along 

the usual ragged package of graphs, attached. 

The year-to-date traffic numbers look healthy, but they should, buoyed as they are by the April stats that included an Easter weekend 

that was missing the year before.  Graph 2.  That effect will become increasingly diluted as the year unfolds. 

The historic May System traffic, Graph 3, brought to you by The Hungry Alligator Position, shows System traffic slightly following 

the banner increases of the last two years.  This, probably a result of the weather this year off somewhat, compared to that of May, 

2015 and 2016.  Noteworthy that the biggest pull back was on the Majors, known to be more subject to discretionary travel than the 

Minors. 

May traffic on the Minors, Graph 4, The Drowning Alligator, similar to that of the System, but shows the stronger gains on the 

Minors, similar to those seen in May 2015 and 2016.  Hard to say what’s behind this growth, other than the apparent ongoing fare 

freeze.  May has often been an anomalous month.   So best not to make any assumptions about this growth foreshadowing happy days 

to come.  They may or they may not. 

The 13-month look for the System, Graph 5, The Scaly Serpent, illustrates the up and down nature of traffic changes for the past year 

compared to traffic in the same months a year previously.  The huge increases in Apr reflect the presence of an April Easter this year, 

and not one last April.  Similarly, the depressed March results are a result of no Easter this March, compared to March, 2016, which 

did include one. 

Graph 6 illustrates the Northern Routes 13-month traffic track.  As usual, the Northern Routes have different traffic profiles than the 

southern routes.  Hence, no traffic increase in April, despite the addition of an Easter weekend.  May traffic up substantially over that 

of May 2016.  While the Northern traffic gain is encouraging and makes for a fine graph line, we want to remember that the Northern 

traffic accounts for just 2.5% of the total tariff revenue.  Good to see traffic increases anywhere, but . . . 

Graph 7 is a reminder that while everyone is thrilled by the gains of the past two years, the results are still ‘under water’ from where 

they could have been and, we believe, where they would have been, with fare increases in the order of the inflation index.  The sinking 

effect of the ‘user pay’ mantra is with us still and will be for some time to come.  The comparison always needs to be to where we 

could/should have been, not to breaking even with historic levels.  The early policies and funding practices squandered six years of 

growth opportunity, now lost forever. 

In the other ‘lest we forget’ look, Graph 8, we are again reminded that traffic has recovered substantially over the past two years, but 

is still well below where it was nine years ago.  That’s the cheapest benchmark to reach as the system digs itself out of the huge hole 

created over the past decade.  A more meaningful one would be a sustained modest growth beyond those 2008 numbers. 

This year may or may not sustain the growth pattern of the past two years.  Way too early to tell.   

The bigger question is whether the NDP/Green Team, should they form government, will be in power long enough to implement the 

15% fare roll back on the Minors, the fare freeze on the Majors and the restoration of free seniors’ Monday to Thursday travel.  Each 

of those would stimulate a significant traffic increase.  Brothers and sisters, let us hope! 

Forecast?  Come back in July.  

Question or comments always welcome.  

Brian  

 


